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PREGNANCY AND INFANT LOSS REMEMBRANCE DAY 

Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley — Minister for Mental Health) [9.01 am]: I rise to ask the house to observe 
that this Saturday, 15 October 2016, will be Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day. This is a day to 
recognise the loss of babies through miscarriage or stillbirth, or who have died shortly after birth. The grief of 
parents and families can last a lifetime and today is an opportunity for us to respect and acknowledge that grief. 
Two years ago, a motion was passed in this house with the support of all parties that designated 15 October as 
Pregnancy and Infant Loss Remembrance Day, which is shared in Australia with New South Wales, and with 
countries such as the United States of America, Canada and the United Kingdom. 

Many women, their partners and families are affected. One in five Australian women experience the loss of 
a baby in their lifetime, and many experience two or more pregnancy losses. It is essential that we all recognise 
and respect the grief experienced when a baby is lost, whether during pregnancy or shortly after birth, and ensure 
that there are services in place to provide support. The role of organisations such as SIDS and Kids WA in this 
regard cannot be underestimated. King Edward Memorial Hospital for Women offers a range of bereavement 
support services. The hospital’s memorial garden has provided a place for the interment of ashes of stillborn 
babies since 1989. Last year, parents were able to access for the first time an option for babies lost during 
pregnancy or who were stillborn to be recognised in the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages. To date, 
a total of 117 recognition certificates have been issued by the registry. 

The role of research in reducing the likelihood of loss remains critical. In Western Australia, the School of 
Women’s and Infants’ Health at the University of Western Australia, the Women and Infants Research 
Foundation and the Telethon Kids Institute are at the forefront of better understanding the causes of and ways to 
prevent infant loss during pregnancy and through stillbirths. To minimise the possibility of loss, a number of 
services are identifying women who have been assessed as at high risk of losing their baby. These programs 
include the preconception clinics at King Edward Memorial Hospital, the Perinatal Loss Service, the preterm 
birth prevention initiative, and the Early Pregnancy Assessment Service. 

I urge members to wear the lapel ribbons today, ahead of Saturday, as a mark of respect and continuing support 
for everyone who has endured such loss. 
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